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Features of Medical Apartheid The Dark History of Medical Experimentation PDF

NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD WINNER • The first full history of Black America’s shocking mistreatment as unwilling and unwitting experimental subjects at the hands of the medical establishment. No one concerned with issues of public health and racial justice can afford not to read this masterful book.Medical Apartheid: The Dark History of Medical Experimentation PDF



“[Washington] has unearthed a shocking amount of information and shaped it into a riveting, carefully documented book.” —New York Times

From the era of slavery to the present day, starting with the earliest encounters between Black Americans and Western medical researchers and the racist pseudoscience that resulted, Medical Apartheid details the ways both slaves and freedmen were used in hospitals for experiments conducted without their knowledge—a tradition that continues today within some black populations.

It reveals how Blacks have historically been prey to grave-robbing as well as unauthorized autopsies and dissections. Moving into the twentieth century, it shows how the pseudoscience of eugenics and social Darwinism was used to justify experimental exploitation and shoddy medical treatment of Blacks. Shocking new details about the government’s notorious Tuskegee experiment are revealed, as are similar, less-well-known medical atrocities conducted by the government, the armed forces, prisons, and private institutions.

The product of years of prodigious research into medical journals and experimental reports long undisturbed, Medical Apartheid reveals the hidden underbelly of scientific research and makes possible, for the first time, an understanding of the roots of the African American health deficit. At last, it provides the fullest possible context for comprehending the behavioral fallout that has caused Black Americans to view researchers—and indeed the whole medical establishment—with such deep distrust.
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The China Study The Most Comprehensive Study of Nutrition PDF Free Download

Description of Medical Apartheid The Dark History of Medical Experimentation PDF

The most featured and reviewed on book Medical Apartheid: The Dark History of Medical Experimentation PDF is available for grabs now here on our website for free. It has been boasted and proven with thousands of user reviews that it has all the information to make you one of the highly qualified professionals in the world of medicine and its branches. Without a doubt a masterpiece for those who aspire to be doctors or heal those they find in ailment. It is a must read again and again for everyone that can get their hands on this limited edition book.

The Authors



HARRIET A. WASHINGTON has been a fellow in ethics at the Harvard Medical School, a fellow at the Harvard School of Public Health, and a senior research scholar at the National Center for Bioethics at Tuskegee University. As a journalist and editor, she has worked for USA Today and several other publications, been a Knight Fellow at Stanford University and has written for such academic forums as the Harvard Public Health Review and TheNew England Journal of Medicine. She is the recipient of several prestigious awards for her work. Washington lives in New York City.

Dimensions and Characteristics of Medical Apartheid The Dark History of Medical Experimentation PDF

	Publisher  :  Anchor; Illustrated edition (January 8, 2008)
	Language  :  English
	Paperback  :  528 pages
	International Standard Book Number-10  :  076791547X
	International Standard Book Number-13  :  978-0767915472
	Lexile measure  :  1400L
	Item Weight  :  14.4 ounces
	Dimensions  :  5.55 x 1.09 x 8.23 inches
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 Should be entitled ” Exploitation of the Vulnerable Classes”

 June 18, 2019





The subject of this book–exploitation of POC is a rather neglected topic as most Americans are unaware of the “sins” of the medical establishment outside of the Tuskegee Experiment . I really wanted to like this book and it piqued my interest in several of these accounts. However, as a scholar and teacher, there are flaws that took away from her work. Several reviewers such as Vox Gabrielus already went into details which I won’t repeat. For me , these were my two takeaways :
1. Her main thesis as “Exploitation of Black Americans”—I understood this as a medical experimentation/ exploitation based on race/ racist ideology as the primary reason.

She does this well in her chapters on her a brief history of racist thought, medical treatment under slavery, post slavery. PT Barnum, Sara Baartman, Tuskegee, Cold War bio terrorism, some prison experiments etc. These were SPECIFIC instances when Blacks were targeted/ experimented upon/ fetishized.

When she begins with the chapters on prison experimentation and the radiation trials is where MA loses the tight focus on Black bodies.

Ch 15–Nuclear Winter, she introduces the story of Ebb Cade, the injured truck driver injected with plutonium while at the hospital, and left in hopes the doctors would have a body to dissect and test. To their shock, he walked out in the middle of the night, living another 8 more years. She then declares that “many of these subjects, perhaps most, were African American” (pg 218) She doesn’t provide any footnotes to backup the statement. If we overlook that generality, we cannot overlook this: ” The percentage of African American subjects in 1945 hovered around 10 percent, but lawyer E. Cooper Brown, who represented plaintiffs in radiation suits, has estimated that ’60 percent were people of color, mostly African American’ ” (pg 219) THERE ARE NO FOOTNOTES or DOCUMENTATION. She must have a footnote to back up such a specific statement. Nor is she clear in her intent–does she mean a recorded 10% of African American subjects in the records of these 1945 studies or 10% of the total population of America in 1945? If she does mean the 1945 studies, to make the statement that these records were false at 10% black participation but that in fact it was 60% black participation implies racist intent on the part of the researchers which requires a source. Where does Brown get this information? Later in the chapter (pg 240) she quotes Brown at 3 of 5 victims were Black—the source? a June 1978 issue of The American Journal of Public Health, but no article title, page number, publisher etc.

In the same chapter, we learn about Elmer Allen, a successful Pullman porter who falls from a train breaking his leg, he subsequently loses his job and while at the UCSF free clinic his leg is shot with plutonium then amputated and sent to Los Alamos. He lived to be 84 years old. After the reader learns of these two horrific stories along with the reiteration of a majority black subjects, she informs the reader that in the plutonium studies ” According to a July 1947 statement by Robert Stone [to whom we are introduced previously] “By race there were 15 white and 5 blacks” injected. ” She gives us a source for this statement. But we were told for a number of pages that the majority were black….how does she explain this? the rate of 25% participants “was 2.5 times greater than it should have been ” given the US population. She gives this explanation on several occasions where the majority of subject were white not black especially in the prison chapter which undermines her thesis on exploitation of BLACK BODIES.

Several of the studies that she tries infer a racist intent are in fact with minority or equal participation by blacks such as 45% percent in the Sloan Kettering Institute cancer cell “research”. As well as the irradiation of 131 Oregon prisoners’ gonads which 66 black subjects and 66 white (pg 233) Also on 233, 30 orphans in MA ate radioactive oatmeal “Old videotapes reveal that some of these boys were African American”. SOME? why not an actual number? On pg 239, 1940s-50s, NY children in low income areas had their scalps treated by irradiation for ringworm ,the percentage 25% black. Again no source. By including these examples she weakens her thesis and exposes rather the exploitation of vulnerable subjects who are underserved, undereducated, and have few options.

2. Her lack of sources

Some readers commented that it seemed to be well sourced, however as stated above she makes “bombshell” statements and quotes without citations. There should be far more than is given.

Another misleading source on page 264

” On July 29, 1969, the New York Times, published a page one article that exposed Dr Austin Stough’s ethically and scientifically sloppy drug testing program, which had crippled and killed unknown numbers of men throughout the state prisons of Alabama [as well as OK and AR]. Unlike the earlier articles, which had praised the experiments, this account suggested that most of his victims were black.”

I have personally read the article which is available online, it suggests no such thing. One could INFER that many of his subjects were indeed black in AL given the racial makeup of prisons in the South but the article does not suggest this at all.

In summary, Medical Apartheid is an important read based on it subject matter, BUT its execution is lacking and should be read critically and with reflection.
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