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Features of The Innovators By Walter Isaacson PDF


Following his blockbuster biography of Steve Jobs, Walter Isaacson’s New York Times bestselling and critically acclaimed The Innovators is a “riveting, propulsive, and at times deeply moving” (The Atlantic) story of the people who created the computer and the internet. The Innovators By Walter Isaacson PDF

What were the talents that allowed certain inventors and entrepreneurs to turn their visionary ideas into disruptive realities? What led to their creative leaps? Why did some succeed and others fail?

The Innovators is a masterly saga of collaborative genius destined to be the standard history of the digital revolution—and an indispensable guide to how innovation really happens. Isaacson begins the adventure with Ada Lovelace, Lord Byron’s daughter, who pioneered computer programming in the 1840s. He explores the fascinating personalities that created our current digital revolution, such as Vannevar Bush, Alan Turing, John von Neumann, J.C.R. Licklider, Doug Engelbart, Robert Noyce, Bill Gates, Steve Wozniak, Steve Jobs, Tim Berners-Lee, and Larry Page.

This is the story of how their minds worked and what made them so inventive. It’s also a narrative of how their ability to collaborate and master the art of teamwork made them even more creative. For an era that seeks to foster innovation, creativity, and teamwork, The Innovators is “a sweeping and surprisingly tenderhearted history of the digital age” (The New York Times).
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Description of The Innovators By Walter Isaacson PDF

Of all the books out there The Innovators By Walter Isaacson PDF is one of the most worthy and praised book for the subject of engineering and transportation as is recommended by all the leading engineers and professional transporters around the world who so highly recommend to read this book atleast once a lifetime for anyone who aspires to be a part of these professions. It has all the indispensable and non essential ingredients an aspirant or student would want to have for themselves and is a must download for all.

The Authors



Walter Isaacson, a professor of history at Tulane, has been CEO of the Aspen Institute, chair of CNN, and editor of Time. He is the author of Leonardo da Vinci; The Innovators; Steve Jobs; Einstein: His Life and Universe; Benjamin Franklin: An American Life; and Kissinger: A Biography, and the coauthor of The Wise Men: Six Friends and the World They Made. Visit him at Isaacson.Tulane.edu.
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Top reviews

Joshua

Yes, actually, you DID build that!

December 24, 2018

The overplayed hands of Ada Lovelace and Collaboration, constantly reinforced throughout the book, felt like Isaacson wanted to write the book around these points from the beginning.

While it’s true that the world’s greatest innovators were enabled by systems of collaborative support, the framing of it all in this book seemed so planned that it came across as dishonest. All the way to the end when the famous quote came up: ‘you didn’t build that’.

Certain people have a disproportionate impact on human advancement, and no matter how hard you try to replace the main course with a side dish, the main course is the main course. Give credit where credit is due, and that did not appropriately come out in this book.

Moving on to Harold Bloom’s, Genius: A Mosaic of One Hundred Exemplary Creative Minds…

5

Aran Joseph CanesTop Contributor: Philosophy

TOP 100 REVIEWERVINE VOICE

A Good Introduction to the Ethos and Major Figures of Modern Computing

November 5, 2017

As an introduction to the ethos and personalities who created the modern digital revolution era, The Innovators is a success. Even though extremely light on the actual science and engineering of computers (there isn’t a single line of code) and necessarily brief about the major personalities of its one hundred fifty year odd history, the book does convey a good sense of the similarities among the luminaries of computing.

Isaacson, always interested in what makes some people truly significant and others merely dreamers or money makers, focuses on the need for sensitivity to the ability of computers to complement, instead of replace, human intelligence. He also observes that the major figures in computing were able to blend insights from the humanities and sciences and tended to work in close collaboration with others. The myth of the lonely creative genius turns out, at least in computing, to be mostly a myth.

The book travels rather well trodden ground and is not a book for those who want an understanding of the development of computer science. But if you are interested in sketches–almost universally positive as is Isaacson’s style–of the major figures in computing along with a simple explanation as to why they’re important, this book is a good purchase.

Isaacson’s prose is easy to read–I read the whole book in less than day–which means that the book is not only a worthy exercise in lifetime learning but a pleasurable experience as well. I would have preferred more technical descriptions of computer science but I work in data analytics so my opinion may not accord with the majority of readers.

Somewhat simplistic, too universally positive but still an interesting survey of the major figures in computing. Not life changing but I can think of worse ways to spend nine hours than reading a work with as interesting a subject and as polished prose as this book.

Read more

3

Wally Bock

Excellent Overview of the History of Computer Technology with Excellent Stories

February 27, 2018

I still remember my mother’s instructions on the day that I made my first phone call. “Wally,” she said, “pick up the phone and listen for the operator to say ‘Number, please?’”

That was 1952. It was also the year when Grace Hopper developed the first computer compiler and a computer predicted the winner of a presidential election. We’ve sure come a long way since then.

My telephone story didn’t make Walter Isaacson’s book, The Innovators: How A Group of Hackers, Geniuses, And Geeks Created the Digital Revolution, but Grace Hopper’s story did, and so did the story of that UNIVAC computer that predicted the outcome of the presidential election. If you like stories of human ingenuity, and you’re interested in how we got to where we are today in technology, this is the book for you.

Walter Isaacson is an amazing writer and a great storyteller. The book is a selection of stories, beginning back in 1843 with Ada Lovelace, right down to almost the present day with the stories of Wikipedia and IBM’s Watson computer beating the experts on Jeopardy!

There are stories about people that I’m sure you’ve heard of, like Steve Jobs and Bill Gates and Steward Brand. There are also stories of people who aren’t as well-known to the general public.

You’ll read about Paul Baran, who devised the packet-switching technology that makes the internet possible. There’s the story of Ray Tomlinson, who gets credit for creating the first email program. You’ll learn about the powerful influence that World War II had on the development of technology. You’ll trace the genealogy of important tech companies, from Bell Labs through Shockley Semiconductor, Fairchild Semiconductor, and Intel. You’ll learn how George Boole’s system of using algebra for logical reasoning (1847) was used by Claude Shannon almost a century later.

I’ve got a special perspective on this book stories because I’ve been fascinated with technology since I was young, and because I was “present at the creation” when computers were moving from kits to finished goods and computing was changing from mainframe systems to client-server systems. I have first-hand experience with some of the people and situations described in this book, and by and large, Isaacson got them all right.

In A Nutshell

If you’re interested in the history of technology and how we got to where we are today, rendered in well-told, accurate stories, you’ll want to read The Innovators: How A Group of Hackers, Geniuses, And Geeks Created the Digital Revolution by Walter Isaacson.

Read more
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Brian61

Very interesting book for those interested in the advance of computer science

Reviewed in the United Kingdom on August 26, 2019

We have all heard of the famouse people that have driven electronic products for the masses in recent years. This book also highlights the unsung heroes that also made contributions either as individuals of more importantly as part of a team. Improvements in electronics that everyone now takes for granted has been done incrementally over many years with very few earth shattering individual moments. As with cars we didn’t go from a Model T Ford to a modern Formula 1 car overnight. A lot of small improvements happened in between.

Niall J

Importantly left out Plato

Reviewed in the United Kingdom on August 4, 2021

Not sure how this oversight made it through but the system that first took the flat screen and touchscreen idea into actual use is left out here. University of Illinois’s Plato, as well as a terminal was also a networked system that at one time was briefly larger than the Arpanet and certainly more open. I mean, there’s a chapter on the Internet! Come on! Otherwise a good book.

Reference: Wikipedia 
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