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Features of A Victorian Ladys Guide to Fashion and Beauty PDF

What did a Victorian lady wear for a walk in the park? How did she style her hair for an evening at the theatre? And what products might she have used to soothe a sunburn or treat an unsightly blemish? Mimi Matthews answers these questions and more as she takes readers on a decade-by-decade journey through Victorian fashion and beauty history. A Victorian Ladys Guide to Fashion and Beauty PDF
Women’s clothing changed dramatically during the course of the Victorian era. Necklines rose, waistlines dropped, and Gothic severity gave way to flounces, frills, and an abundance of trimmings. Sleeves ballooned up and skirts billowed out. The crinoline morphed into the bustle and steam-moulded corsets cinched women’s waists ever tighter.

As fashion was evolving, so too were trends in ladies’ hair care and cosmetics. An era which began by prizing natural, barefaced beauty ended with women purchasing lip and cheek rouge, false hairpieces and pomades, and fashionable perfumes made with expensive spice oils and animal essences.

Using research from nineteenth century beauty books, fashion magazines, and lady’s journals, Mimi Matthews brings the intricacies of a Victorian lady’s toilette into modern day focus. In the process, she gives readers a glimpse of the social issues that influenced women’s clothing and the societal outrage that was an all too frequent response to those bold females who used fashion and beauty as a means of asserting their individuality and independence.
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Description of A Victorian Ladys Guide to Fashion and Beauty PDF

As difficult as innovation is today. A Victorian Ladys Guide to Fashion and Beauty PDF is a text that is present in the form of inspiration that will broaden the minds beyond what an artist or photographer can see. This is one of the masterpieces that is recommended by all the great artists to be changing their visualization of the world of today. In the minds of someone that truly appreciates what this text has to offer lies the secret of changing the way everyone lives in this world. Art is the most influential subject of todays world and at all times has it been the foundation stone for change in this universe we live in. A must read and learn for all artist and especially photographers.

The Authors





USA Today bestselling author Mimi Matthews writes both historical nonfiction and award-winning proper Victorian romances. Her novels have received starred reviews in Publishers Weekly, Library Journal, Booklist, Kirkus, and Shelf Awareness, and her articles have been featured on the Victorian Web, the Journal of Victorian Culture, and in syndication at BUST Magazine. In her other life, Mimi is an attorney. She resides in California with her family, which includes a retired Andalusian dressage horse, a Sheltie, and two Siamese cats.
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Top reviews

Aisling D.Top Contributor: Writing

If you’re writing or costuming for the Victorian era, this is THE book to read

September 11, 2019

When I bought this book, I knew just a few things about Victorian clothing and costuming… mostly from John Peacock’s book, “Costume 1066 – 1990s” (a newer version probably exists).

I’d also read some Godey’s Lady’s magazines, and – of course – I’ve watched shows set in the Victorian era.

“A Victorian Lady’s Guide” fills in ALL the gaps.

It’s a high-quality book printed on almost-glossy paper, so you can see the details in the many (mostly b&w) illustrations from actual Victorian publications.

This book is organized into three parts. The first takes you through the Victorian era, decade by decade. It includes specific details of clothing, jewelry, and general appearance down to the smallest details.

Then you’ll learn about dressing for every occasion, every season, and things like riding habits and wedding attire, maternity clothes, and so on.

The third section provides almost excruciating details about haircare, skin care, and so on.

Whether you’re portraying the Victorian era in a book, in art, on the stage, or as a re-enactment, get your hands on this book. Ms. Matthews writes beautifully, with style and wit, and includes topics that had never crossed my mind… but now I’m glad I know about them.

Fascinating!

Read more
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She who shall remain nameless

TOP 1000 REVIEWER

Highly entertaining and informative read!

December 15, 2019

What a highly entertaining and informative book on Victorian fashion and beauty! As much fun as it is to read about and look at pictures of the fashions from this era, I cannot help but be grateful that I live in present times. I hate wearing hats and gloves. My 30 inch waist would be crushed into a corset. The skirts of the early 1860’s required more fabric than it took for me to have my living room sofa reupholstered last spring! Although I must say, the Victorians never had to see people in their pajamas at airports and grocery stores! It’s seems that Empress Eugenie was the Victorian version of Kim Kardashian. Everyone looked to her and wanted to copy her fashion. My particular favorite period for fashion was the natural form era (1877-82). That and the tea gowns of the late 1870’s. Oddly enough though, I was surprised to learn that my penchant for wearing Italian intaglio jewelry was a popular trend in the 1880’s as well. I guess that everything comes back around eventually. The beauty section was informative too. I especially liked the raw meat masks that women wore at night. We can laugh all we want now but is it all that different from women today getting vampire facials? I can’t even laugh about the absurdities of their hair styles because I grew up in the eighties (shudder!). Overall, this was a highly enjoyable read that I heartily recommend purchasing in print form to better appreciate the illustrations.

3

Jessie

Paints a complete picture of women’s Victorian dress

May 27, 2019

Matthews goes beyond a list of types of clothing for certain time periods and dives into the reasons behind a lady’s choice in clothing and how culture and current events impacted the development of women’s clothing. Excellent resource for historical fiction authors but also an enjoyable read for those curious about women’s Victorian dress.

1

Nancy A.Bekofske

TOP 1000 REVIEWERVINE VOICE

Excellent Resource

June 21, 2020

Mathews impressive knowledge of the Victorian Age here is honed on the evolution of women’s fashion as a reflection of a changing society.

The jump from the 17th c. Rococco to classical inspired simplicity of the Regency, the Romantic period looking back to the Gothic, and the ever changing extreme widths of skirts and bustles, is mind boggling to consider.

The book has period illustrations throughout. An excellent resource.

VLH

A Thorough and Readable Guide to Victorian High Fashion

August 1, 2018

An excellent, thoroughly cited, and very readable guide to Victorian High Fashion. It’s filled with information on all facets of a lady’s wardrobe and interspersed with fascinating social history and entertaining quotes & anecdotes. A must read for anyone interested in Victorian fashion.

 Great Book!

May 5, 2019

This is a great book! Already read it. Great seller!!

JA

Educational and fun to read

April 24, 2019

Very entertaining and informative. Obviously well researched and presented in an easy to read format.

Reference: Wikipedia 
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