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Attributes of In the Shadow of the Gods PDF

From the rise of Sargon of Akkad, who in the third millennium BCE ruled what is now Iraq and Syria, to the collapse of the great European empires in the twentieth century, the empire has been the dominant form of power in history. Dominic Lieven’s expansive book explores strengths and failings of the human beings who held those empires together (or let them crumble). He projects the power, terror, magnificence, and confidence of imperial monarchy, tracking what they had in common as well as what made some rise to glory and others fail spectacularly, and at what price each destiny was reached. In the Shadow of the Gods PDF

Lieven’s characters—Constantine, Chinggis Khan, Trajan, Suleyman, Hadrian, Louis XIV, Maria Theresa, Peter the Great, Queen Victoria, and dozens more—come alive with color, energy, and detail: their upbringings, their loves, their crucial spouses, their dreadful children. They illustrate how politics and government are a gruelling business: a ruler needed stamina, mental and physical toughness, and self-confidence. He or she needed the sound judgement of problems and people which is partly innate but also the product of education and experience. A good brain was essential for setting priorities, weighing conflicting advice, and matching ends to needs. A diplomatically astute marriage was often even more essential.

Emperors (and the rare empresses) could be sacred symbols, warrior kings, political leaders, chief executive officers of the government machine, heads of a family, and impresarios directing the many elements of “soft power” essential to any regime’s survival. What was it like to live and work in such an extraordinary role? What qualities did it take to perform this role successfully? Lieven traces the shifting balance among these elements across eras  that encompass a staggering array of events from the rise of the world’s great religions to the scientific revolution, the expansion of European empires across oceans, the great twentieth century conflicts, and the triumph of nationalism over imperialism.

The rule of the emperor may be over, but Lieven shows us how we live with its poltical and cultural legacies today.
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Illustrations of In the Shadow of the Gods PDF

This book In the Shadow of the Gods PDF is one of the most trusted and renowned book for the subject of politics and social sciences by some of the leading teachers and professors around the world as it has the qualities to enhance the thinking and knowledge of how the world works around politics and socialism. It is a must read for anyone who aspires to teach themselves and all others around them about how this world of today and in the past worked and how they can create an impact on the future.

The Writers

Dominic Lieven is an Honorary Fellow and an Emeritus Fellow of Trinity

College Cambridge, a Fellow of the British Academy, and an Honorary

Academician of the Russian Academy of Sciences. He previously taught Russian Studies at the London School of Economics for thirty-three years. His book Russia Against Napoleon won the Wolfson Prize for History (UK) and the Prix Napoleon (France).

Proportions of In the Shadow of the Gods PDF

	Publisher  :  Viking (June 7, 2022)
	Language  :  English
	Hardcover  :  528 pages
	International Standard Book Number-10  :  0735222193
	International Standard Book Number-13  :  978-0735222199
	Item Weight  :  1.75 pounds
	Dimensions  :  6.3 x 1.7 x 9.3 inches


Reviews From Customers

“With verve, he describes the good-cop/bad-cop games played by imperial strategists: that mixture of light-touch suzerainty through local proxies, and occasional ruthlessness, which often let a handful of individuals hold sway over vast and scattered populations…The era of crowned despots who personify the divine will may be over, but the age of self-conscious imperial calculus is not.” –The Economist
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