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Attributes of Jim Kaat by Jim Kaat PDF

Jim Kaat by Jim Kaat PDF-An unforgettable look at a lifetime of baseball packed with humor and passion for the game

With a career that has now touched eight decades, Jim Kaat has had a prime front row seat for baseball’s continuing evolution.

Not only was he a major-league pitcher for 25 seasons, but his time as a pitching coach and his many years as a broadcaster have given him a singular long view of the game.

In Good as Gold, Kaat weaves the tale of a lifetime, taking fans on the field, into the clubhouse, and behind the mic as only he can.

Full of priceless stories from New York, Minnesota, and across the major leagues, this honest and engaging autobiography gives fans a rare seat alongside Kaat on a tour of baseball history.
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Illustrations of Jim Kaat by Jim Kaat PDF

The life of extraordinary people must be shared and Jim Kaat by Jim Kaat PDF is one of its kind. It has all the information regarding the gentleman/woman’s struggles and their story of success or fiasco that every individual can learn from for their lives. It has grossed all charts and is the most recommended and praised books among those that read biographies and lives of people. A must read for a peaceful and wiser livelihood. Available without cost here.

The Writers



Jim Kaat pitched 25 seasons in the major leagues and later served as a coach and broadcaster. He has been awarded seven Emmys for his work broadcasting the Yankees from 1995 to 2006 and has been nominated for three national Emmys since joining the MLB Network in 2009. Jim and his wife, Margie, spend their summers in Manchester Center, Vermont, and their winters in Stuart, Florida.
Douglas B. Lyons is a leading authority on all things baseball. He is the author of Out of Left Field, Curveballs and Screwballs, and Short Hops and Foul Tips, all of which he co-wrote with his brother Jeffrey. He also wrote Broadcast Rites and Sites: I Saw It on the Radio with Red Sox broadcaster Joe Castiglione.
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Kaat presents great memories and opinions regarding his time in baseball, from his joys of first viewing the game in 1945 through his mixed feelings and disappointments with the game in the 2020s.

The first half of the book tells of his time as a child through his days as pitching coach for the Cincinnati Reds. One reads of highs and lows from his playing times with the Senators/Twins, White Sox, Phillies, Yankees, and Cardinals. He presents good discussion of his salary and contract negotiations in addition to his love of many teammates. He largely keeps references to his personal life and family brief and general.

His memories of broadcasting make for admirable reading, especially his takes on announcers sticking to “who” and “what” without overindulging in statistics and cybermetrics. It is great reading about his keeping integrity in broadcasting, such as refusing to insert Steinbrenner’s personal notes into the commentary, especially when Kaat found it irrelevant.

However, I deduct one star because much of the latter portions of the book. He spends much time discussing his golf hobby and travel. The book is about BASEBALL, not golf. Who cares about the best golf courses around the world? No true baseball fan does.

Apart from that sidebar, the book is great. Best news of all is his upcoming induction into the baseball hall of fame. Long overdue.Jim Kaat a former Major League pitcher for twenty-five years who retired in 1983 was recently elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame by the Golden Days Era Committee. Kaat won 283 games and lost 237… during a career that spanned twenty-five years. His baseball broadcasting career has lasted even longer. It would be near impossible not to develop some very strong beliefs… and feelings… good and bad… about our grand old game… during a total career… that has been matched by nary a few. No one of course will agree with all… but an old-school fan like me… believes very strongly with many of them!

From detesting the designated hitter… to endless games that could be timed with a calendar as much as a watch… the lack of desire… drive… or strategy to pitch COMPLETE GAMES! The fact that most managers aren’t even managers anymore… they are simply a marionette… donning a uniform… with strings being pulled by some never-played-the-game Ivy League spread-sheet-addict… who refuses to ever include… heart… desire… drive… or even a drop of street-fighting-soul… into their equations. Team plans that are immune to hitting to the opposite field to advance a runner… bunting… sacrificing… hit and run… and G-d forbid… a little chin music to back up plate “hangers”!

This is a short book… made even shorter… by old publisher’s tricks… such as using a tiny bit larger type… and having much more “open” space around the pages and between headings. Kind of like the ballparks that have more open foul ground. In addition to the little “space-taking” subtleties noted… the author doesn’t spend a lot of time or detail on individual stories as he whips through twenty five years of playing and decades upon decades of announcing. As the reader progresses… something starts to become bothersome… almost like a ”burr under the saddle”! When it finally sinks in… the reader will become extremely annoyed… and almost lose sight for the feel and flow of the book…

Around page one-hundred-twenty-eight… I finally stopped… and said to myself… man… this guy sure uses the word *FRIEND* a lot! And I really mean… A HECK OF A LOT MORE THAN A LOT! It was driving me crazy… a “good friend”…” still a friend”… “longtime friend”… AD NAUSEAM!!! REPEAT AD NAUSEAM!!! It was so bad that I contemplated re-reading the first one-hundred-twenty-eight pages again and count them. I decided not to do that… but what I did do is start underlining and counting the use of FRIEND… in the last one-hundred-thirty-seven pages… (and remember… these are relatively short/small pages) AND THE NUMBER WAS **FORTY-NINE**! You can imagine what the total with the first half of the book would be! If this was a drinking game where you had to take a shot each time he used the word friend the emergency rooms would be overflowing worse than they were during the height of covid.

In summary… with the shortness of the written content itself… with the massive infestation of innumerable “friend-phraseology”… this short book… lost some of its potential impact. On a positive note… his straight forward blast of Alex Rodriguez is a bull’s-eye of truth. After an earlier negative situation between the two of them… Kaat writes: “WE HAVE BEEN FINE EVER SINCE, THOUGH I DON’T THINK IT’S RIGHT THAT HE GETS ALL THE EXPOSURE HE DOES ON TV AND WAS EVEN A CANDIDATE TO BUY THE METS. IF I WAS COMMISSIONER, HE WOULD HAVE BEEN BANNED FOR LIFE AFTER HIS SECOND OFFENSE. HE IS A WELL-MANNERED BUT INSECURE INDIVIDUAL WHO SEEMS TO CRAVE ATTENTION.” Amen Brother!

NOTE: LARGE-HISTORICAL-STATISTICAL-MISTAKE: early on the author brags about his near photographic memory and recall about everything in his career and the game itself. Yet when talking about one of his early idols Lew Burdette on page 6… he is 100% wrong! The author wrote regarding Burdette… “He led the Braves to victory in the 1957 World Series and won three games in the ’58 Series.”

THAT IS ABSOLUTELY INCORRECT BUR
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